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1. Low-income families face cuts to child-care support, making it harder for them to achieve economic 
security. Parents participating in WI Shares, whether through W-2 programs or unsubsidized work, face 
co-pays, waiting lists, and reduced reimbursement. AAUW supports quality affordable dependent care 
especially for women in poverty. [1] 

 
2. Increased tuition will be a barrier to access at Wisconsin’s public colleges and universities. Higher 

education, now “more a necessity and less a luxury,” is a key to this state’s economic development. The 
2011-2013 budget ends the Wisconsin Covenant, a program implemented to make college affordable for 
Wisconsin families. [2] 

 
3. The expansion of voucher programs in K-12 will divert public funds to private and religious schools. 

AAUW believes that quality public education is the foundation of a democratic society. Voucher programs 
have a poor track record of providing educational outcomes, and siphon money to schools not required to 
meet public school standards of accountability and access. [3] 

 
4. Deep cuts in funding for Wisconsin’s technical colleges will reduce access to vocational training as 

more adults retool for jobs. Because of existing tuition formulas, these cuts mean cutbacks in staff, classes, 
and programs. AAUW supports greater access to technical colleges. [4] 

 
5. Cuts to BadgerCare, the Title V Family Planning Program, sexual assault victim services, and the 

repeal of the Wisconsin Contraceptive Equity law will put the health of Wisconsin women at risk. 
Preventative care costs, including cervical and breast cancer screening, will be prohibitive for low-income 
women and families depending on these services. [5] 

 
6. The well being of the most economically disadvantaged is threatened. Low-income working women 

face decreases in their Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and cuts in Wisconsin Works’ (W-2) income 
support. Low-income senior citizens must move from SeniorCare’s prescription plan to more costly 
Medicare D. And enrollment in the Family Care program has been frozen. AAUW believes in 
strengthening programs that allow women to achieve economic self-sufficiency and security. [6] 

 
7. Women will be disproportionately affected by the termination of collective bargaining rights for 

public workers. Public sector unions have majority female memberships. Collective bargaining gives 
women and minorities a voice in workplace and leave benefits, crucial for women who shoulder the 
majority of childcare and eldercare responsibilities. [7] 
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1. Effects of the Biennial Budget and Budget Repair Bills for Working Families (Wisconsin 

Council on Families & Children)  
 

2. An Update on State Budget Cuts (Center on Budget & Policy Priorities)  
 

3. GOP seeks to expand school voucher program (Wisconsin State Journal) 
People For the American Way Opposes DC Vouchers, H.R. 471 (People for the American Way)  
 

4. Technical schools say they're in a vise grip (Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel)  
 

5. Governor’s Budget Undermines Wisconsin Women’s Health, Wellbeing & Economic Security 
(Wisconsin Alliance for Women's Health)  
 

6. Walker Proposes Cuts to the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) (Wisconsin Alliance for 
Women's Health) 
Budget includes Tax Increase for the Working Poor and Tax Cut for Wealthiest (Wisconsin 
Budget Project/Wisconsin Council on Families & Children) 
Cuts for Wisconsin Works (W-2) (Wisconsin Alliance for Women's Health) 
Low-income elderly could lose drug plan (Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel) 
Budget would make benefits cuts to Medicaid, W-2, Wisconsin Shares (Milwaukee Journal-
Sentinel)  
 

7. WSC Statement on the Budget Repair Bill (Women's Studies Consortium) 
Women of Wisconsin … and the United States (AAUW) 
What’s at Stake for Women Workers in Wisconsin and Beyond (Institute for Women's Policy 
Research) 
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